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Monika Gottschalk, doyenne of
Brugmansia breeding, talks with
BGI’s Dianne Wilson and Shaun
Douglas.
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plants. ‘Rothkirch’ x ‘Balao’ has produced
several good F1 hybrids like ‘De Moi ut
Ostfreesland’. The same goes for the cross
‘Ecuador Pink’ x ‘Rothkirch’ with their F1
hybrids such as ‘Rubirosa’, 'Rose Beauty’ and
more.
BGI Do you grow out every seed from a pod?
Monika I grow out all seeds. It is the only
way to find out about the inheritance of both
parents.

!

BGI Good morning Monika. Thank you for
agreeing to have a chat with us. According to
your website, the first Brugmansia you saw
was in a magazine and it encouraged you to
start growing them. Were you growing other
plants at the time?
Monika Hallo Dianne and Shaun! Yes, I grew
fuchsias, passifloras and other fruit-bearing
plants at the time.
BGI What was the first Brugmansia that you
purchased or was given to you?
Monika My very first was a white-flowering
Brugmansia suaveolens.
BGI Do you remember your first attempt at
hybridizing and which cultivars you used?
Monika My first attempt to hybridise was in
1985, with two pink Brugmansia suaveolens.
BGI Were they successful?
Monika The result of it was very
disappointing: none of the seedlings were a
improvement of their parents. I almost gave
up!
BGI
Who was your biggest influence in
hybridizing at the time?
Monika It was a elderly garden master who
encouraged me to continue with it. Newly
introduced but harder-to-grow species like
various Brugmansia aurea, and hybrids like
'Ocre' became available in special nurseries,
and I found other Brugmansia enthusiasts like
Gottfried Koitzsch and later Emma Neu. Then
in 1991 I met Herta Blin, who was a great
influence.
BGI
You have had over 200 cultivars
registered. In your opinion what has been your
most successful cross?
Monika I consider several crosses as very
successful. My first very good cross was
‘Charleston’ × ‘Luminosa’. It has produced
‘Bolero’ and ‘Fandango’. Especially ‘Bolero’
has become one of my best mother

!Brugmansia ‘De Moi ut Ostfreesland’ — photo M.
Gottschalk.

!

BGI What’s the largest number of seedlings
you have grown out in a year?
Monika In good times, I grew out up to 400
seedlings within one year.
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BGI In some of your latest registrations you
have used the pink single Candida, 'De Moi ut
Ostfreesland’, a ‘Rothkirch’ × ‘Balao' cross.
Do you have any seedlings from ‘De Moi ut
Ostfreesland' coming along now?
Monika The cross with 'Bolero' and the
relatively new pink Brugmansia versicolor
'Katharina Theby' had priority for me last
year. The latter was grown here out of seeds
and is therefore better adapted to the cool and
rough Vogelsberg mountain climate than B.
versicolor that originated from their natural
habitat, but new crosses with 'De Moi ut
Ostfreesland' are already planned. I do have
seedlings of 'De Moi ut Ostfreesland', the pod
parent is 'Fandango'! The latter had produced
some good offspring with 'Rubirosa' as pollen
parent but I consider 'De Moi ut Ostfreesland'
to be a better parent because it has no genes of
'Ecuador Pink’.
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BGI Have you grown a cultivar that you
consider to be perfect?
Monika If I must be honest, then I have to
answer with ‘No’!
BGI Is there a cultivar, raised by someone
other than yourself, that you particularly
admire?
Monika It is 'Charleston' bred by Herta Blin.
It is a very fine hybrid and was and still is my
basis for Brugmansia breeding. In the
beginning it was said that 'Charleston' was
difficult to propagate, but it is not if you
choose the right time for propagating — from
late spring until September. It is true that it
grows very slowly and takes two seasons to
become a large plant, but 'Charleston' grows
and flowers very well at my place and each
year I propagate several cuttings of it.
BGI What do you look for when you are
deciding which cultivars will produce the type
of flower that you are aiming
for?
Monika First priority for me
is the parentage, the pedigree
of each hybrid I plan to breed
with. From the beginning of
my hybridizing I have made
notes of all the seedlings out
of all my crosses, of the
quality
and
the
characteristics inherited. If
one of the chosen parents is
too much influenced, for
example, by B. suaveolens,
and I do not want too much
influence of that species, I
will search for a good
parent without it. I neglect
those I know to be weak in
inheritance. To do that you
have to know about the
strength and weaknesses of
each species. I have used
only very few no name hybrids for hybridizing
unless I believe it will add a certain trait to my
breeding stock.

Brugmansia ‘Charleston’ — photo M. Gottschalk.
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years of active hybridizing, I have raised
thousands of seedlings but not many I found to
be worthy to be named. Hybridizing means
also a steady improvement for me.
BGI Have you always been in your present
nursery and when did you begin to design your
famous allée?
Monika We moved in 1993 to our present
home with a large garden and much room for
experimental breeding and growing
Brugmansia. Because I have always favoured
the tree form, the first Brugmansia tree I have
raised was in 1986 out of cutting from a
unnamed hybrid of Gottfried Koitzsch. It was a
beautiful cream-coloured Candida-type. The
next tree was 'Charles Grimaldi'. I loved it!
BGI One of the trees in the allée is about 20
yrs old, according to Huanduj, a very beautiful
‘Mobisu’. Do you use the same cultivars or do
you introduce newer ones from time to time?
Monika I am always trying to improve my
own hybrids and for that reason, older ones are
and will be replaced with newer better hybrids.
BGI For the benefit of our members who may
travel to Germany, is your garden open to the
public or by appointment only?
Monika My garden is in the summertime
always open for visitors but by appointment
only. Health problems of my husband is the
reason for it.
BGI Do you travel to visit other brugmansias
growers in Europe and elsewhere?
Monika I used to travel, but not any longer.
But good friends still come to visit me for
never-ending talks about Brugmansia.
BGI The book that you wrote with Alistair
Hay and Adolfo Holguín — Huanduj —
which is now considered the Brugmansia
bible...
Monika Thank you, but I added only a
small part to it! [Far too modest! ed.]
BGI Whose idea was it initially and did it
take much persuading to bring the other two to
undertake such a mammoth task?
Monika
If I remember correctly it was
Alistair, who initiated the idea, and I thought it
would be a wonderful idea to introduce our
beautiful brugmansias all over the world.

BGI Which three cultivars would you choose
if you wanted to start hybridizing brugmansias
for the first time?
Monika I would again start with ‘Charleston'
— my absolute favourite; 'Bolero' would be the
second and 'De Moi ut Ostfreesland' my third
choice.
BGI Who in your opinion is a promising new
hybridizer and the one to watch for interesting
cultivars in the future?
Monika That question is not easy for me to
answer. At the moment it appears to me that
quantity goes over quality. I try to encourage
newbies to make a critical reflection on their
seedlings or hybrids and compare them with
already available similar-looking hybrids, and

Brugmansia ‘Bolero’ — photo M. Gottschalk.
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be willing to dispose of them if the quality is
lacking. That is what I do. During almost 30
!5

THE HERALD

Volume 11, Issue 1

BGI You have achieved so much, more than
200 registered Brugmansia cultivars, Huanduj
and your earlier books, the allée, your
beautiful garden with all of the other plants
that you obviously love and are very successful
in growing. Have you realized all that you
wished to do in the field of brugmansias?
Monika I probably have not realized all of it.
There is still much to do.
BGI Is there still something that you will be
aiming for?
Monika I dream of a robust heavy-flowering
beautiful yellow or golden yellow double with
pendent large Candida-type flowers with long
tips. That will be my goal. My dream of the
perfect Brugmansia will probably never come
true because it is almost impossible to achieve.
For that reason, I would already be satisfied if I
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would get pest-resistant cultivars that are
robust and well-flowering with long-lasting
flowers. Quality true yellow or golden yellow
doubles are not easy to breed. I have only two
that I am satisfied with, ‘Goldika’ and
‘Vulkangold’. They are robust and grow very
well. They have medium to large, long lasting
flowers. One of them flowers in large flushes
and pests are rather rare to find on both of
them. They are a start to hybridize with but
both are not the ‘non plus ultra' (the best they
could be).
BGI Thank you very much, Monika, for taking
the time to chat to BGI and giving our
members an idea of what it takes to be a
successful Brugmansia hybridizer.
Monika It is a pleasure!

!
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New cultivar names sent in to BGI for establishment

!
Brugmansia 'Aphrodite'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Jericho'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Eva'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: orange
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: orange and white on the middle
of the skirt
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Brugmansia 'Appalachian Melody'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Tootsie'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Shooting Star'
Hybridizer: Brenda Delph/Seed Sprout Nursery
Seedling Parent: Brenda Bautista
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: yellow to orange
Flower Position: upright
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: flower upright to horizontal,
petite, sweet fragrance; compact slow-growing
plant; leaves dark green, ovate and crinkled;
roots slowly; cultivated since 2007.

Brugmansia 'Bella di Pesco'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'New Orleans Lady'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Swart Garten'
Hybridizer: Green Chapel Farms
Seedling Parent: Joan Olsen Davis
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: apricot/melon/peach
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: warm peach color establishes
early; flowers last 5 or more days; extremely
mite resistant. See also Herald 10 (2) 2014.

Brugmansia 'Betelgeuse'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Archangel'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Golden Lady'
Hybridizer: Alice Harris
Seedling Parent: Alice Harris (USA)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: yellow
Flower Position: horizontal
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: dark, variegated paler green, rippled
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: large horizontal blooms finish
darker at edges.
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Brugmansia 'Bitaco Lila'
Pod Parent: B. arborea X B. 'Signal'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Vanishing Pink'
Hybridizer: Alistair Hay
Seedling Parent: José Quintana (Colombia)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: lilac, slight coppery overtone
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Rubella
Comments: scented, virus-tolerant, freeflowering.

!
Brugmansia 'Crème Brûlée'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Zumba'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Eva'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: orange
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: well-formed double orange
flowers.

!
Brugmansia 'DS Andalouse'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Jericho'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Eva'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: orange
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: strong orange double to triple
flowers.
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Brugmansia 'Eva'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Revorange'
Pollen Parent: B. 'Angels Exotic'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: large strong flowers with
conspicuous petal tips.

Brugmansia 'Fiesta'
Pod Parent: B. 'Ruffles & Flourishes'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Bergkönigin'
Hybridizer: Elizabeth Fichtl
Seedling Parent: Dianne Wilson (Australia)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: splashed yellow, then pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: leaves rounded, dark green.
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: sweet perfume; heavy flushes;
easy to propagate; pest-resistant.

!
Brugmansia 'Granny's Attic'
Hybridizer: unknown
Seedling Parent: Jeff Oberhaus (USA)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: cream
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: large, rather narrow, rugose,
serrated.
Species/Breeding History Set: aur+
Comments: B. aurea attributes; good mite
resistance; slightly orange along edges at
times; fragrance with hint of mothball.

!
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Brugmansia 'Great
Expectations'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Angels Exotic'
Pollen Parent: B. 'Theas Liebling'
Hybridizer: Green Chapel Farms
Seedling Parent: Joan Olsen Davis (USA)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: corollas heavily frilled, with
curling tendrils. See also Herald 10 (1) 2014.

Brugmansia 'La Bamba'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Rothkirch'
Pollen Parent: unknown
Hybridizer: Alice Harris
Seedling Parent: Alice Harris (USA)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: aur+
Comment: Many qualities of ‘Rothkirch’;
handles cold and heat well; excellent
fragrance.

Brugmansia 'Mamasita'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Chablis'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Birgit'
Hybridizer: Elizabeth Fichtl
Seedling Parent: Elizabeth Fichtl (USA)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: orange
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: robust flower - 16" length.
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Brugmansia 'Miss Rhianna'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Rosalie'
Pollen Parent: B. 'Dark Rosetta' X
'Apricotqueen'
Hybridizer: Paul Phillips
Seedling Parent: Paul Phillips (USA)
Flower Form: double to quadruple
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: almost always blooming; holds well
in heat; beautiful form.

!
Brugmansia 'Mitzy's Kiss'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Chablis'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Birgit'
Hybridizer: Elizabeth Fichtl
Seedling Parent: Elizabeth Fichtl (USA)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: chubby, short stature flower on a
sort stature tree; very long petal tips.

!
!
Brugmansia 'Ninotchka'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Moulin Rouge'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Rubirosa'
Hybridizer: Elizabeth Fichtl
Seedling Parent: Elizabeth Fichtl (USA)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: lovely form and color.
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Brugmansia 'North Star'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Archangel'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Rothkirch'
Hybridizer: Alice Harris
Seedling Parent: Alice Harris (USA)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: white/cream
Flower Position: horizontal
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis?
Comments: horizontal, thick-textured
flowers; rich green foliage.

!
Brugmansia 'Perroquet'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Jericho'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Eva'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: orange
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: Inner corolla deeply dissected.

Brugmansia 'Petit Bijou'
Pod Parent: B. 'Angels Goldface'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Triplette'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: yellow/orange
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: neat waxy flowers, with the
inner corolla more or less orange.

!
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Brugmansia 'Rouge de Didier'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'DS Mandarine'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Mr Loulou'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: deep reddish pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Noteworthy Characteristics: deep rich colour.

Brugmansia 'Seastar'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Tijericho'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Cruzito'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: corollas deeply dissected.

!
Brugmansia 'Snowstar'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Tijericho'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Cruzito'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: white/Cream
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: corollas deeply dissected

!
!
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Brugmansia 'Temple Bell'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Super Spot'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Mustafa'
Hybridizer: Elizabeth Fichtl
Seedling Parent: Elizabeth Fichtl (USA)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: very dark pink/red
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: large, heavy, thick-walled flower;
seasonal from medium to very dark pink-red.

!
!

Brugmansia 'Terracotta Angel'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Vixen'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Rosabelle'
Hybridizer: Dawna Bernier
Seedling Parent: Dianne Wilson (Australia)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: apricot
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: intermediate trumpet/funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: small, slow growing; flowers
lemon changing to terracotta, often 6-pointed;
recurve to a star shape; no problems with
mites/virus.

Brugmansia 'Ulmbacher
Sonnenuntergang'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Apricot' [HHG]
Pollen Parent: unknown
Hybridizer: Horst Laubert
Seedling Parent: Horst Laubert (Germany)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: salmon pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: ins +?
Comment: salmon funnel-shaped flowers.
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Brugmansia 'Vanilla Split'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Angels Swingtime'
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Angels Sunbeam'
Hybridizer: Eddie Stiltner
Seedling Parent: Dianne Wilson (Australia)
Flower Form: double or more
Flower Color: cream
Flower Position: pendant
Flower Shape: trumpet
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comments: inner corolla dissected; slow
grower; foliage mid-green; cuttings take
easily; readily sets seed.

Brugmansia 'Yellow Miko'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia aurea (yellow)
Pollen Parent: Brugmansia 'Sacred Sunset'
Hybridizer: Jeff Horder
Seedling Parent: Jeff Horder (Australia)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: yellow
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: intermediate trumpet/funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Suarea?
Comments: firm textured flower; fragrance
tropical, light note.

Brugmansia 'Zumba'
Pod Parent: Brugmansia 'Tijericho'
Pollen Parent: B. 'Rouge de Didier'
Hybridizer: Didier Sevestre
Seedling Parent: Didier Sevestre (France)
Flower Form: single
Flower Color: strong reddish pink
Flower Position: nodding
Flower Shape: funnel
Foliage: solid
Species/Breeding History Set: Cubensis
Comment: flowers of very strong red-pink.

!
!
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A number of new Brugmansia cultivar names have been placed in the public domain on-line or in electronic
publications which do not meet the conditions of publication set out in the 2009 ICNCP — specifically that
they should appear in dated hard copy (Art. 25.1). Such names are open to establishment for other cultivars,
and their cultivars are open to having other names established for them. Therefore, in the interests of
nomenclatural stability, we establish them here. If it transpires that any of these have in fact already been
established, then those names of course date from the earlier publication. It is to be understood that the
epithets listed here are preceded by the name of the denomination class, Brugmansia.

Epithet

Flower
Colour

Petal Tips Flower
Form

‘Alexanderhauser
Sonnenaufgang’

cream/
yellow

medium

double

‘Anitas Pretty Pink’ pink

medium

single

‘Autumn’s Glow’

gold

medium

single

‘Capri Trompete’

orange/
apricot

long

‘Charlotte’

pink

‘Coquette Colette’

Pod Parent

BHS

Hybridizer or
Discoverer

Seedling
Parent

Origin

Year

Cubensis?

Gisela Kühn

Horst Laubert
(Germany)

Germany

2013

Suavinsaurea

Anita Schaumann

Germany

ca.
1998

sua +?

George Hilder

USA

2013?

single

Gisela Kühn

Germany

2012

medium

double

Brian Rathbone

New
Zealand

2014

yellow

medium

double

Alice Harris

USA

2014

‘Crimson Lady’

deep pink

medium

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2015

‘Fred’s Stepchild’

pale pink

medium

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2014

‘Goldlöckchen’

yellow

medium

single

Mobisu

Spring
Festival

Anita Schaumann

Germany

2011

‘Heikes Nr. 1’

pink

long

single

Hofheimer
Kapellenberg

Nancy’s
Angel

Heike Krause

Germany

2007

‘Helen’

yellow

long

single

Leuchtfeuer

Cubensis

Anita Schaumann

Germany

2006

‘Hofheimer
Kapellenberg’

pink +
yellow/
orange

medium

single

Esmeraldas

Cubensis

Heike Krause

Germany

2003

‘Kanari'

apricot

long

single

Gisela Kühn

Germany

2011

‘Lemon Flame’

yellow

long

single

Fred Sommer

USA

2015

‘Lovely Christina’

white

long

single

Gisela Kühn

Germany

2011

‘Monster’

white

medium

single

Donna Bailey

USA

2004

‘Parachute’

white

long

single

Gisela Kühn

Germany

2014

‘Petticoat Princess’

pink

medium

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2015

‘Pink Catalonia’

pink

medium

double

Mike Usina

USA

pre
2011

‘Polenta’

yellow

long

single

Gisela Kühn

Germany

2011

‘Rubber Duck’

peach

long

single

Gisela Kühn

Germany

2015

‘Shirley Temple’

pink

long

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2014

‘Sommer Gold’

yellow/gold medium

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2014

‘Sundancer'

yellow

medium

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2014

‘Swart Garten’

yellow

long

single

Green Chapel Farms

USA

2014

‘Swingtime Lady’

cream/
yellow

medium

double

Fred Sommer

USA

2014

Pink Favorite

Pollen
Parent

Kim

Gelber
Riese

Rubella

sua +?

Cubensis

!16

Christa
Nowezki
(USA)

